February 2018
For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from
you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the LORD, who has compassion on you.
Isaiah 54:10
In the middle of February we will begin our Lenten journey together. Our theme this year is living as
people of promise and covenant. We are reminded throughout the year that we are people of promise as
we gather in worship to hear ancient texts, when we receive bread and wine with the communion of the
saints, at each baptism in the name of the trinity and when we celebrate the lives of loved ones and
friends at a funeral service. As people of promise we know that we stand on the shoulders of people who
loved, forgave, trusted, doubted, grieved and hoped. When we remember the promises we live as people
who are afraid but do not let fear win. We are people who grieve but we know that death does not have
the last word.
We live through each season, each challenge and into every relationship as people of promise. A prayer
for us to live with wholeness, trust and authenticity:
A Prayer Among Friends
by John Daniel
Among other wonders of our lives, we are alive
with one another, we walk here
in the light of this unlikely world
that isn’t ours for long.
May we spend generously
the time we are given.
May we enact our responsibilities
as thoroughly as we enjoy
our pleasures. May we see with clarity,
may we seek a vision
that serves all beings, may we honor
the mystery surpassing our sight,
and may we hold in our hands
the gift of good work
and bear it forth whole, as we
were borne forth by a power we praise
to this one earth, this homeland of all we love.
Peace,
Pastor Lori Hope

N URTURI N G FAI TH AN D LI FE FO R LO VI N G SERVI CE
St. M ark’s: Called and empowered to be
Christ-Centered: Proclaiming the Word of God through worship, sacraments, prayer, and study.
Loving Community: Giving importance to human relationships, celebrating individual gifts, and
maintaining a sense of belonging.
Action O riented: Seeing the image of God in all people and striving to do God’s work in the
community and the world.
Devoted: Serving faithfully with passion and dedication.

IF YOU ARE HOSPITALIZED
If you are hospitalized for any reason, please be sure to tell the hospital on your admission that you are
a member of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. It isn’t enough to tell them that you are Lutheran! It would
also help if you or one of your family members would call the church office (332-4092) to let us know
that you are hospitalized so that we can visit you.
HOME VISITS
If you wish to have someone visit you in your home for conversation, prayer, or Holy Communion,
please call the church office (332-4092) and arrange for a mutually agreeable time for a visit.

February Adult Forums & Fellowship
Sunday, February 4
Pastor Bob Chell speaking about St. Dysmas Reentry and
Reintegration Program for Returning Citizens.

Sunday, February 11
Interview with Martin Luther Part I (1483-1516)

Sunday, February 18
Interview with Martin Luther Part II (1517)

Sunday, February 25
Interview with Martin Luther Part III (1517-1521)

St. Mark’s News

Fat Tuesday Party
Tuesday, February 13 from 5:30-7:30pm
Pancakes, sausage, ice cream with a host of toppings
Please bring an ice cream topping to share!

LIVE JAZZ MUSIC
FELLOWSHIP AND FUN!
A free will offering will be taken to help our partnership with McGovern Middle School.

Service at 7:00pm on Wednesday, February 14
Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion.
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Lent 2018

BLESSINGS

The theme for Lent is
“Promises...Blessings...Transformation.”
We will hear Old Testament stories.
We will meet for supper beginning at 5:30pm each week
except Ash Wednesday.
Our worship service will begin at 7pm.
February 14th

7pm Ash Wednesday

February 21st 5:30pm Lenten Supper
Menu: Posole, black bean & rice, desserts
Free will offering: Pueblo de Dios youth trip
Worship theme: Creation as Promise, Blessing and Transformation
February 28th

5:30pm Lenten Supper
Menu: Soups & bread
Free will offering: Bread for the World

Worship theme: The Flood Story: What to do?
March 7

5:30pm Lenten Supper (still available to host)
Worship theme: Liberation

March 14

5:30pm Lenten Supper
Menu: Taco Bar
Free will offering: Fellowship Hall Flooring

Worship theme: Salvation Freely Offered for All
March 21

5:30pm Lenten Supper (still available to host)

Worship theme: God With Us

Check out The Lutheran Magazine
Among the valuable and thoughtful articles in the February Living Lutheran is an article of
particular interest to our St. Mark’s family entitled “A Place for All Religions at Lutheran
Schools.” The article profiles Augsburg College’s Fardosa Hassan, the school’s first Muslim
program associate working in campus ministry and Ann Rosendale at Augustana University
discussing the campus’s new Interfaith Reflection Room. An insight from Ann: “Encountering
people of another faith actually draws me deeper into my own faith.”

CIRCLE SCHEDULE
Ruth Circle: meets Thursday, February 1 at 1:00pm.
Miriam Circle: meets Tuesday, February 20th at 7:00 pm.

From the Hope family
Christmas 2017: On January 7 I was going to begin writing thank yous for all the generosity
shown to our family at Christmas, instead I met the ambulance bringing my dad to Sanford from
the Windom Hospital. You know the rest of that story. Needless to say the individual thank yous
never were written so…Thank you for all the Christmas cards, goodies, gifts, greetings and
beautiful thoughts.
John Carlson: My dad was in the hospital from January 7 – January 15 when he moved to Ava’s
House (hospice). Early on January 19 he died. Throughout those days while he was hospitalized
and after he died we have been flooded with food, cards, texts, emails, hugs, visits and memorial
gifts. Your kindness, understanding, grace, and generosity are priceless. The 50 dozen plus
cookies that we took with us to St. Olaf Lutheran Church for the visitation were so much more
than treats. For us, we were surrounded and reminded of abundance, grace and abiding love.
Words can never begin to express our gratitude for your love and support during this time of the
loss my father and our grandpa. Thank you!

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Council
January 16, 2018
Attendees: Kent Alberty, Pastor Lori Hope, Kyle Alberty, Angie Smith, Pat Seiner, Dawn Hartigan, Wes Eidem,
Brigett McCallum, Chris McCallum
Devotions: Pastor Lori led devotions on: Why St Mark’s is my congregation? Dreams I have for St. Mark’s…
Minutes: MSC. Approved.
Treasurer’s Report: MSC. Approved.
President’s Report:
*Kent’s last meeting. He thanked everyone for all they have done.
*Mary Johnson has been hired to do the financials.
*941—IRS has been brought up to date.
*The Council thanked Kent for his leadership and work this past year.
Pastor’s Report:
*Lenten supper sign-up and guidelines were distributed.
*Task forces: need guidelines for who to report to…
*Congregational Life: still need people to serve. We would like to ask 3 people to look
at where we are at, where we can go…to recreate the committee. How can it evolve?
Need a council representative.
*Need to have 2 people involved in each task force, so someone always knows what is
going on. Bring/involve more people.
*Work days…post a list of tasks that need to be done, so if someone cannot be there on
the date, they can complete at their convenience.
*Expand the at-large positions to be the point people? Can we try some things, and
change the constitution at a later date?
*Include on the agenda for every meeting, have a short report on what is working and
what is not working with the committees.
New Business:
*Resolutions for the annual meeting:
-Standing resolutions were reviewed. Motion to recommend the proposed resolutions to the congregation at the
annual meeting. MSC.
-Mission Committee resolution. It was recommended that this resolution be brought from the floor.
*Pastor Lori & Leslie Cunningham will be doing interviews for the office position. Initial screenings are being
done. Job description has been developed. Looking for someone 24 hours per week, who can assist with social
media, website, constant contact, etc., and other office duties.
Committee Reports:
 Stewardship/Finance: 2018 Proposed Budget format revisions were reviewed.
 Missions—see report
 Christian Education—Christmas program was good. They performed at Lifescape in January.
Adjournment—MSC approved
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Seiner, Secretary

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Annual Meeting
January 28, 2018
Kent Alberty, President, called the meeting to order.
Devotions: Pastor Lori Hope led us in prayer based on Isaiah 43.
Motion to adopt the agenda. MSC approved.
Duane Anderson was appointed Parliamentarian.
Motion to approve the 2017 minutes. MSC approved.
Leslie Cunningham presented the Nominating Committee’s report. MSC to approve the Nominating Committee’s
report and elect the slate of nominees as presented. Approved.
2017 Treasurer’s Report: Moved and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s report. Kent noted on page 28, the
Payroll Taxes of $14,992.38 were more than what was budgeted. The taxes had not been reported and paid as
scheduled. We are working with the IRS to get this up to date. Approved.
2018 Proposed Budget: Moved and seconded to approve the 2018 budget. Discussion. Kent noted under the
Dedicated Accounts, the Pulpit Supply Reserve had been given by a member in support of Pastor Lori to enable
her to take a sabbatical per the Synod guidelines every 5 years. It has been five years since her last sabbatical, so it
was recommended that the Council look at a sabbatical for this summer.
Reports:
*President: see written report
*Pastor: see written report. Pastor thanked everyone for their support.
*Standing committees: see written reports
*Organizations: see written reports
MSC Approved to accept the reports as printed.
Resolutions:
*MSC to approve the resolutions as printed. Approved.
*Mission Committee resolution including a 2018 goal of $16 average per member in giving to ELCA World
Hunger moved and seconded. Approved.
*Kent Alberty offered a resolution recognizing Bill Roberts for his work in maintaining our facility in ways both
physical and financial. Motion seconded and approved.
Old Business: None

New Business:
*Deb Neiderheiser presented ideas on how we can make the task forces and committees more viable. Things have
been going well. We need to utilize people and talents. Cultural changes, availability of people, etc., impact
people’s ability to commit to a committee. Need communication from the task forces back to the council, the
office, etc., so everyone knows what is going on. Need to utilize the constant contact, e-mail, announcements, etc.,
to let everyone know what is happening.
Deb suggested we set up a calendar of events so planning can begin early. Task forces/committees need to utilize
the Time and Talent sheets to involve more people. Task forces need to have guidelines to share with those who
succeed them. Include other people in your task force or committee.

Cathy Larson shared a concern regarding a recent personnel issue.
Leslie Cunningham thanked the congregation for the opportunity to serve as President. She thanked Kent for his
service and Pastor Lori for her support.
Motion to adjourn. MSC approved.
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Seiner, Secretary

